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BY MICHELLE TROUTMAN

The Button-Down Cafeé:
Home cooking creates a hub at Hathaway

MaineGeneral, HealthReach,

Correspondent TD Insurance, Nalco and
large-print publisher Thorn-
dike Press, alongside upscale
apartments.

Kibler grew up in Chicago
where her paternal Italian
grandmother, Rose, inspired

her inside and outside of the

The Button-Down Café
adds sizzle to the once dor-
mant Hathaway shirt factory
building, serving breakfast
and lunch made fresh daily
Monday through Saturday.

use the things you failed at to
get creative.”

The Kiblers’ previous
culinary business adventure
involved making and mar-
keting Piquant Sauce. “Mrs.
K,” as she likes to be known,
created the tangy barbecue
sauce and marinade while

that you don’t know what you
don’t know,” she said. “We
just kind of realized we were
a little out of our element
with it.”

Kibler has rebounded, and
learned from these experi-
ences, and with her skills and
those of her staff of five —

Maureen Kibler opened kitchen. tossing fruits and spices into  Including assistant manager,
the café with her husband, “You never knew what was ablender. Samantha Gagne, and kitch-
Glenn, at The Hathaway going to be on the pizza or Kibler said that they en manager and lead cook,
Creative Center in February.  in the soup. Nothing got couldn’t keep up with the Karen Andre — they have

Part of the former Lockwood
cotton mill complex, the
230,000 square-foot building
also houses custom home
decor and gift shop Unique
Designs, corporate offices for
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wasted,” said Kibler. ”What
Ilearned from her was

not to be afraid to try new
things. Don’t worry if you fail
at something, because you
know what? You'’re going to
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of the cafe.
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ax Waterville’s.

Photo by Michelle Troutman
DECOR: Maureen Kibler’s display of hammered aluminum kitchen-
ware and old Hathaway Shirt Factory advertisements on the back wall

demand while also working
full-time, and they eventually
hired a commercial kitchen
to produce it.

“At that point in my life, I
wasn’t smart enough to know
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assembled the ingredients
for success.

“We read a lot on Facebook
that there’s a wonderful staff
and great customer service.
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Everything we do, ===
we do for you

. * Complete Auto Repairs | -
* ASE Certified

* Free Shuttle Service

* Instant Credit Available |

; CE TI RE 4 Drummond Avenue * Waterville
and Auto Service Co. 207-873-5 l 66 T

“Where the Customer Holds All the Aces”

Instant Credit Available

Free Shuttle Service
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We would like to give a heartfelt Thank You to all of our past and current members for
supporting us for over 56 years. Being a member at KSW Federal Credit Union makes you not >
only an owner, but also a member of our family. We would also like to thank all of our hard ' U pda te
working, dedicated employees, both past and present. Your friendly service and positive attitudes Ye
help contribute to what KSW is all about. Our mission statement is that KSW Federal Credit our
B Union will continually strive to offer its members a broad range of financial services. Remember, House or
{ everything we do, we do for you! .
Ve i Competitive Rates and Terms © Vehicle Loans BUSI!TESS
’ﬂv Recreational Loans ® Personal Loans ¢ Competitive Mortgage Rates with
" Indirect Lending ® Online Lending ® At Home Banking with KSW@Home S [_ights from
*‘:"\- Easy Access ATM ¢ Quick Turn Around Times on Loan Decisions - | Our 5
. ;q GAP Insurance on Vehicles © Life and Disability Insurance on Loans - " - .
Extended Warranty Program for New and Used Vehicles . L — By - Showroom
Business Loans and Services ® Mobile Banking : r ! Ea
PLUS the friendliest and most knowledgeable staff around! - 3 Seavy Street Wate rvi I Ie
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“EVERYTHING WE DO, WE DO FOR YOU”

135 Waldo Avenue, Belfast - 338-5760 B / v
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There isn’t a job too small or too big

for Kennebec Electric.
keelectric@roadrunner.com
www.kennebecelectric.com
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222 College Avenue, Waterville - 872-5602

gl o www.kswifcu.org
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OVER 27 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS!
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That’s true,” she said. “The homemade food
is mouth wateringly good, too.”

The breakfast menu features eggs, pancakes,

toast, bagels, muffins and breakfast sandwich-
es and wraps. Lunches include deli sandwich-
es, soups, salads, garden burgers and daily
specials. “Grab and go” items, such as coffee
and fresh baked goods, are available all day.

Popular menu items include meatloaf, the
Thanksgiving Turkey Wrap, Creamy Mush-
room Soup and homemade whoopie pies.

The whoopie pie recipe came from a dear
friend who later died in a tragic accident,
Kibler said. “We think of her every time we
bake them.”

Kibler said she and her crew prepare them
from scratch, without baking them or freezing
them ahead of time.

“We’ve got customers who will come in and
buy four to six at a time,” she said.

The Café seats 28 and, if their success holds,
Kibler will consider opening on Sundays and
expanding to accommodate take-home din-
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». 1el (207) 873-2101
== Fax (207) 872-9188
Cell 314-4900

219 College Avenue
Waterville, ME 04901

207-873-3351

210 Madison Avenue

SKOWHEGAN

474-8438

Toll Free 1-800-585-8438

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Home: Garage Doors, Vinyl Replacement Windows, Shower Doors, Sun Rooms, Tub Enclosures
Commercial: Store Fronts, Plate Glass, Custom Mirrors, Insulated Glass, Glass Doors
Auto Glass: Windshields Repaired and Replaced, Windows, Truck Sliders

www.americanglassme.com

MID-STATE MOTORS INC.

Quality Used Cars and Trucks

We Buy - Sell & Service - Wholesale & Retail

midstatemotorsales.com |

HUH TAMAKI

242 College Avenue * Waterville, ME

www.huhtamaki.com

ners and larger scale catering.

In April, Kibler hosted an event to honor for-
mer Hathaway workers at The Button-Down
Café, which Kibler named for a popular type of
shirt they once made.

According to Kibler; about 50 people showed
up to celebrate and to share their memories
and their memorabilia. Kibler pays homage to
them with a display of framed Hathaway ads
arranged among hammered aluminum kitch-
enware. She plans to add some of the items
the former workers gave her, such as company
newsletters, photos of company outings and
an old Hathaway ad folded into the shape of a
shirt.

The company’s classic “Man in the Hatha-
way Shirt” ad, created by New York advertis-
ing executive David Ogilvy in 1951, featured
aman with a patch over one eye wearing a
shirt, projecting an image of sophistication and
mystique.

“Karen worked here. People who work up-
stairs worked here — it was everywhere in the
community,” Kibler said of the factory.

Kibler now uses her chapter of its history to
make new memories and add to the Creative
Center’s sense of community. After moving
into the former Maynard’s Chocolates space
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- 55 guests

Value $350)

TOM MORIN

* Themed ideas

\G_) Call Cy

Your #1 Waterville, Maine Auto
Detailing Specialists

Doing Business Since 1976/

_| MIORRISSETTE

2223 College Ave. * Waterville * 872-2601°
Www. morrlssettemc com
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/" Rehearsal Dinner
rivate room (no room fee,

* Plated meals or full buffet
Salads, beverage
and dessert included

* Beautifully decorated linen
tables No chdrge

* Free bar service (Value $150)

* Complete wait service

and knowing few people, Kibler feels she has
formed a bond with the building’s tenants.

“They welcomed us warmly and share their
stories with us. They bring in pictures of their
families, their pets,” Kibler said. “People stop
in to chat — that’s what’s different about The
Button-Down Café. It’s more than getting a
sandwich; it’s having a visit.”

The café also regularly serves several local
church groups. After a circle of ladies sang a
hymn to her in French, Kibler said, “I couldn’t
keep tears from streaming down my face. It
was so beautiful. Iwas like, ‘Oh, my word.” I
was moved.

“I tell them stories of my growing up years
as a Catholic and it makes them laugh. You
develop relationships. That’s the best part.
I’'ve done a lot of things in my life, and this is
the most fun ever. I wouldn’t have dreamed it
could be like this — it’s really something.”

The Button-Down Café at 10 Water Street
is open from 6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Meal service
ends at 2:30 p.m.) Monday through Friday
and from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Saturday.
For daily menu specials and other informa-
tion, visit the Facebook page, or call 616-0003.
The café accepts cash, checks, and all major
credit cards.
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Wedding Day

*20 - 500 guests

(No plate fee - Value $4-6 per
person saved)

¥ * Linen service - choice of color

* Free bar service (Value $150)
* . * Free champagne for head table
(with bar service)
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Includes china, stemware, silverware

* Chef Eric’s latest dinner creations

Photo by The Button-Down Café
CREW: From left, Assistant Manager Samantha
Gagne, Button-Down Café owner Maureen Kibler
and Kitchen Manager Karen Andre.
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Celebrating Our 85th Year!

*
We’re More Thanx
A Body Shop

Full Mechamcal Repalrs

Voted Best Caterer in 2013

Day After Brunch

* Continental or complete
breakfast served

* Wedding Mimosas or
signature cocktail

* White linen with wedding
colors
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[ Dining Room

Pizzas * Subs * Dagwoods ¢ Salads

174 College Avenue * Waterville » 873-4812
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Secunty Servuces Inc.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

| Burglary and Fire Alarm Systems,
| Video Surveillance Systems,
| Access Control, Safes, and more.

TN A FIND
SYSTEM PACKAGE

0nlyX$650:00

[including installation!]

Voted Gratey
aterville Argys

for 2013 by Market
Surveys of America)

us on

453-9177

WEB:

www.cayersecurity.com




